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Kiwoko Hospital News
FROM THE MEDICAL
DIRECTOR’S DESK
Greetings to all readers of the
Kiwoko newsletter all over the
world.
We are currently enjoying
another season of rain which
started on time, unlike the last
one. Since the majority of people
in this area do some form of
farming, this is always good
news! We are grateful to God who provides rain in season and out of
season.
July usually marks the start of a financial year in Uganda, so this period
has been marked by making many reports to various parties concerned.
And the mood has been rather reflective on various aspects.
Looking at the work done here we have continued with a slow but
steady increase in the numbers of people who benefit from our services
in almost all areas. In the last year alone the number of inpatients and
outpatients served either in the hospital or through outreach services of
various forms has been in excess of 70,000. The majority of these come
from a radius of about 100 km, but yet others come from even beyond
that. The majority of people transport themselves in one way or
another. This is part of the ongoing challenge of access to quality,
affordable health care in the region and the country as a whole.
However, a good reputation can draw people even to the remotest place.
Some areas have experienced bigger growth than others in terms of
numbers, and these include maternity and NICU wards where costs are
more subsidised than other areas, but also laboratory and imaging
services as we are now able to offer a greater range of services.
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VOLUNTEERS
WANTED!!
We continue to welcome
(and need!) volunteer
healthcare professionals
to work alongside our
national workers. Would
you be interested in
spending a sabbatical at
Kiwoko Hospital, or
perhaps you are recently
retired and would like to
do some voluntary work?
Currently we have
particular needs for
GENERAL
SURGEONS and
PHYSICIANS, those in
the training years and
beyond!!

Feedback from clients has been very
positive and has helped us also
identify how we can serve them
better. As we develop a new strategic
plan for the hospital over the next
few months, we shall have to
carefully see how to sustainably grow
the work here so that we remain
relevant to the communities needs
but also continue to meet our vision
and mission.

We are grateful to the Lord that we
have completed the last financial
year without a financial deficit and
continue to believe He who started
this work is faithful and shall sustain
it and provide for the needs which lie
before us. Pray with us as we
continue to look for ways of meeting
our budgetary shortfall for this
financial year.

“The mustard seed
has now become a
big tree which is
giving food and
shelter to many.”

The mustard seed has now become a
big tree which is giving food and
shelter to many. God has proven to
us yet again that His will shall not
lead us where His grace cannot
sustain us! Thank you for all your
encouragement, prayers and support
— they mean so much and touch so
many.
Blessings!
Dr Peter Serwadda

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR STAFF!!

Or perhaps you work as
an
OPHTHAMOLOGIST?
Or DIETICIAN? We
want to expand our
knowledge and skills in
these (and other!) areas.
To start a conversation
about volunteering in any
capacity, doing electives
or visiting the hospital,
contact Stephen by email:
visitors@kiwokohospital.
org

Interesting Fact:
In 2018, we hosted
25 elective students
from all over the
world.

Kiwoko Hospital could not function without the hard work and dedication of
so many staff, in many different departments. Some staff work behind the
scenes, others are on the front-line; but each individual staff member within
each and every department has a different, yet important role in helping the
hospital provide the best possible care for every patient that arrives through
the gates.
Thank you to all Kiwoko Hospital staff!
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MISSION TEAM TRIP TO KARAMOJA
From the 16th – 20th May a team of 11 people, the majority of whom were
hospital staff, travelled to the town of Kotido in north-eastern Uganda, a
journey of about 10 hours by mini-bus. Shalom Reconciliation Ministry
hosted the team whilst they carried out a 2-day kids club, met with some of
the pastors from the area, and spoke at various churches on the Sunday.
Teams from the hospital have been going to Shalom twice a year since 2010
and many of the team members have been going regularly over the years.
They were really encouraged by the spiritual growth and maturity of some of
the young people that they have seen come to faith in Christ, many are now
involved in local churches, and some even pastor small churches in outlying
villages.
The theme for this trip was ‘The Humble King’ with teaching focused on the
death and resurrection of Jesus. The day started at 6am with the team
meeting for prayer. The kids club started at approximately 7:30am with all the
kids
and
youth
joining together for
singing,
quizzes,
memory verses, a
story, and drama/
skits. After a break
for porridge, the
children
were
separated
into
groups according to
age and stayed in
these groups for the
rest of the day,
participating in games, crafts, more teaching on the theme story, and quizzes.
The club finished at 4pm! In particular, it was encouraging that 30-40 youth
(12 – 18) came daily. They participated well in discussions on their
understanding of the main talk, and what that meant for them personally.
They also had open discussions on issues that affect them in their lives and
faith.
Thank God for the 150 children and young people who attended daily.

“KIWOKO STORIES”
Whilst visiting the hospital in
January 2019, Symon Ross
interviewed a number of
members of the Kiwoko
Hospital community and has
created a compelling set of
recordings. These are freely
available on SoundCloud and
are definitely worth taking
time to listen to!!
https://soundcloud.com/user938752030
Thank you, Symon!

Interesting Fact:
Approximately 1
million people live
within the current
catchment area for
the hospital.

NEW ANAESTHESIA
MACHINE
Thank you to Ballyholme Parish in
Bangor, Northern Ireland for financing
the purchase of a new anaesthetic
machine. Our theatre staff were very
excited when it arrived recently and
expressed gratitude for this significant
advance in our equipment—they know
that this machine will help the hospital
provide even better care to patients who
require anaesthesia.
Thank you, Ballyholme Parish!
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LIFE AT KH: CONTAINER CHURCH
In this newsletter we introduce a new feature introducing
different hospital departments through their stories. Our first
article is from our Estates Manager, William Jjoloba, who
introduces the builders and Container Church!
“Builders
have
a
container for storage of
building materials like
cement, nails, wheel
barrows etc. This place is
where daily work is given
out to workers and they
pick tools and materials.
Since everybody meets
here early in the day I
found it good to first
Jjoloba William
share the Word of God
and bless our day. And so the name came about!
Container Church is just one of many fellowships we
have at the Hospital. It started a long time ago for
casual workers. The majority of members are men in
building projects, carpentry, plumbing, excavations
and other manual work at the hospital. Many
members have had difficult life circumstances, some
are illiterate and come looking for work and money to
survive. They are employed on a daily basis, and
numbers fluctuate depending on the availability of
work. If project work is ongoing, we can have more
than 80 men working continuously for months; at
other times we can have as few as 10.
These men come from many different faith
backgrounds. Some are Christian by names but
haven’t attended churches for many years; others
follow traditional religions like worshipping ancestral
spirits; yet others come
from
Muslim
backgrounds and never
had opportunity to
listen to the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ.
Through
Container
Church the Good News
has reached these men
and many have had
their lives changed
through the powerful
messages shared in love
from local preachers
and overseas visitors.
We are thankful to
those who have donated
Bibles, some of which
were given to individual
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members of container church. We also retained 10
copies which are being read on a daily basis at
Container Church. These people had no opportunity
to read the word of God but here everyone is given a
chance to read and discuss their views, which have

Mulindwa Charles

Mukasa Fred

help them to change for the better.

Praise God for those who have had lives transformed:
Didas Twine now is a pastor of All Saints Church;
Ganja had difficulties as a boy, yet now is a hard
working and honest man; Nkatta is now the Assistant
Lay Reader in Magoma Church of Uganda; Mukasa
Fred is Head of Laity at St. Johns Church of Uganda,
Kiwoko; Mulindawa Charles is an Elder in Kikusa
Church of God, and the list could go on! Thank God
for the opportunity we have had to train these men in
God’s Word, teaching them how to live holy lives full
of love for the Lord.”

BRANDNEW
HOSPITAL
AMBULANCE!
On 16th May 2019,
Daniel
Kabugo,
Uganda
Country
Director for Adara
Development, handed over the keys of a brand-new, customised ambulance to Dr Peter Serwadda. Our ambulance is kept busy, doing
300 journeys totalling more than 47,000km per year. And all these
journeys involve some dirt roads. So it was unsurprising that our 10year-old ambulance has had significant mechanical problems, including multiple breakdowns, over the past 12 months! This new ambulance will ensure patients receive the care they need.
Thank you, Adara!

DR JAMES’ RECENT VISIT TO US AND CANADA
“So much time and effort went into the preparation for my trip to the US and Canada. The planning and logistics took
away precious time with family, friends, patients and colleagues. However, there was much celebration around the
world, when the visas were finally approved.
We were hosted comfortably by our partners, the US Adara group in their homes and work places. Over the last 20
years, Kiwoko Hospital’s partnership with Adara has provided a growing and diligent commitment to patient care,
knowledge sharing and research. With our partners in Seattle, we had discussions on rounds, data, sickle cell and
Bubble CPAP. With the Adara CEO, we evaluated and celebrated our success and had long hours of intense discussions on the way forward in our effort to reduce preventable maternal, newborn and child deaths and improve the
health and wellbeing of communities in our low resource setting.
We attended the Women Deliver conference in Vancouver which provided some great opportunities to network. I am
bringing home some of the latest materials to support women and newborn to survive and thrive and will share these
with the National Newborn Steering Committee and the many hospitals benching with us. More than 12 districts in
Uganda have sent their administration and medical teams to our NICU.
My time away brought new and different experiences such as: a warm and welcoming church of
Seattle Community Church, house gospel sharing, fishing for salmon, mountaineering, seeing
the Boeing factory and Seattle Aquarium, adjusting to cooler temperatures and experiencing
daylight extending until 9pm.

Dr James in the PATH lab where ideas are turned into reality!

Throughout the trip, I was always pondering
how I could incorporate my new learnings to
benefit my patients and community back home.
Though I still need time to process, I feel this
trip was a way of bridging worlds in an effort to
provide affordable high-quality health care services to the poor and vulnerable in Uganda.”
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KEEP PRAYING FOR OUR HOSPITAL!!
• Praise God for His faithfulness, provision and care. It is only with Him

that we can continue to serve the people of our local communities and
beyond.
• Praise God for the growth of the hospital over recent year. Continue to

Interesting Fact:
In Uganda, life
expectancy has
increased from 47 in
2000, to 65 in 2017
Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation

DONATIONS
Kiwoko Hospital would
not and cannot exist
without the faithful giving
of our friends and
supporters. Friends of
Kiwoko Hospital is a
registered Charity based
in Northern Ireland (Ref.
XN77395). Please visit
the website and choose
the most appropriate way
in which you can partner
with us in bringing good
news to the poor, in word
and action.

… AND
COMMISSION
If you are purchasing
through Amazon UK, the
hospital can gain up to
10% commission. Go to
the hospital website www.kiwokohospital.org
- and click on the link on
the bottom right, which
will take you through to
the usual Amazon website
and proceed as normal
from there!

pray for the hospital leadership, including wisdom as the Hospital
Board and management teams make many decisions about the present
and future running of the hospital.
• Thank God for the good financial report from last year. However,

continue to pray much for hospital finances. These are increasingly
tight and budgets needed reviewed and tightened.
• Thank God for all our staff, working in many different departments,

each with an important role in the functioning of the hospital. Thank
God for so many staff who are prepared to go ‘beyond the call of duty’
to provide excellent care for our patients.
• Thank God for the many volunteers that have spent time at Kiwoko

over the years. Pray for more volunteers to come, and particularly for
volunteer surgeons and physicians.
• Pray for all the ministries happening through the hospital—including

prison ministry, children’s ministry, evangelism and discipleship of
students and staff, outreach to local communities and the team that
travel to Karamoja twice yearly. Thank God for those who voluntarily
give of their time to serve God through these ministries.
• Praise God for the provisions of a new ambulance and new anaesthesia

machine. Thank God for all those who give financially to the hospital,
and pray for more people and organisations to donate to the work.
• Pray for every patient and visitor who comes to Kiwoko.
• Pray that in everything happening at Kiwoko Hospital, God will be

glorified.

“Then you will call on me and come and pray to
me, and I will listen to you.”
Jeremiah 29:12
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