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Kiwoko hospital enjoys hosting many and varied visitors – ranging from patients who explore the site after receiving treatment at outpatients, to the visiting dignitaries present for official functions. In September we anticipate a visit from Archbishop Luke Orombi to open the second stage of our pharmacy redevelopment.  It was with some surprise however that we received the Queen of Sheeba this week. She was wheeled into morning worship by her entourage, wearing a flowing white dress somewhat reminiscent of a wedding dress, with a mosquito net draped over her parasol. On closer inspection the queen was found to be Sarah Kyamulabi, taking part in a rendition of the life of Solomon as our next in a series of reflections on the kings of Israel. It is good at the start of busy and at times stressful days to spend time together meeting with God and encouraging each other. Kiwoko hospital is successful because of the committed staff, and the support from friends across the world, but if God were not involved with us then we would have no more impact than the local failing government hospital at Nakasekke.

We also had a surprise visit last week from Andy Flannagan, a singer songwriter originally from Northern Ireland who is now involved in worship at church.co.uk in London. He was in Kampala for a few days, and managed to spend a night at Kiwoko and join us for morning worship. Many were especially touched by his song about the Father’s love for His prodigal son.
Wasswa is now 6 weeks old. Along with his twin brother he was born very prematurely in a local health unit. He weighed 700 grams when he was referred to our neonatal unit shortly after birth, and has now managed to reach 900 grams – still less than a bag of sugar. He has already needed numerous blood transfusions, and required treatment for several serious blood infections, but his steady improvement is a testament to the care provided by the nurses in the unit, and also Dr Mairi our British paediatrician.

Pippi was unconscious when admitted. A previously healthy 15 year old boy, he had a short history of fever and headache. A sample of fluid from the spinal cord confirmed the diagnosis of meningitis. He was deeply unconscious for 4 days, but was fit for discharge today with no apparent long term complications. There has been a rise in the local cases of meningitis recently and sadly the outcome is not always so good. Three weeks ago a 22 year old who initially showed some improvement rapidly deteriorated and died. HIV is often implicated.

I was recently discussing the hospital’s water needs with some visiting water engineers from New Zealand. The amount of clean water they would calculate per person was a hundred times what local people here use. We are preparing to embark on a low tech way of facilitating safe drinking water for all. Although pump wells are widespread, the cost of maintenance, and distance from some homes still means that diseases spread by drinking unclean water remain common. These particularly affect the young. Boiling water is effective, but time consuming, and speeds the destruction of scarce local forests. Solar ultraviolet radiation is an excellent means of sterilising dirty water – and in Uganda solar radiation is plentiful. Highly contaminated water left in a plastic drinking water bottle is safe to drink after 1 day in clear sky conditions and 2 days in cloudy conditions. Persuading people to change their behaviour is never easy, but a group who piloted schemes in Kenya and South-Western Uganda are working with us to educate groups of people. Their experience has been that once people notice the dramatic reduction in episodes of sickness and hospital attendance then neighbours rapidly copy this new simple means of preparing water. 

Joyce has a chronic heart condition which means she is admitted every month for treatment. After her most recent treatment she was seriously unwell, and was expected to die. With meticulous medical and nursing care, and a highly attentive mother she recovered and was fit for discharge. The bill for such intensive treatment was way beyond the family’s meagre income. The ‘Good Samaritan fund’ stepped in and picked up most of the bill. Her underlying condition is not cured, but this beautiful 13 year old is back at home with her family, and during her stay both she and her mother were drawn to faith in Jesus by the compassion they received. Having an incurable chronic condition is very difficult in a place like Uganda. Praise God for the good Samaritan fund to help out when needed, and please pray for Joyce and others in her situation learning to live with the disability and uncertain future associated with chronic medical problems.
Weddings in Uganda are very expensive affairs. On Saturday 2nd June the hospital wedding took place. Six couples shared the day with the help of donated wedding dresses. In Ireland such a joint wedding might be viewed as somewhat odd, but it has been a chance for the hospital to support our staff in a very practical manner. Extramarital relationships, and family breakdown are commonplace in Uganda so it is good for the hospital to engage positively with such a celebration. The day had a carnival atmosphere and was greatly enjoyed by the couples, families and all the hospital staff and children. 
In August we will be hosting a team from Fields of Life to construct much needed accommodation for some of our enrolled nurses. Later that month we will be joined by a CMS Ireland team of folk from 2 churches -  Wells Moneyreagh, and Ballybeen Dundonald. They will run a CSSM-type summer children’s club for the children of our staff for 1 week, and a similar programme with our group of HIV positive children for 1 week. Please pray for these weeks, that the children’s hearts would be open to understand and receive the gospel, and for the practical arrangements – particularly for some staff and students to be involved in the programme and catch the vision for discipling these children after the teams have gone back to Ireland.
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We had a recent visit from Barney Coombs and he commented how God’s provision for Kiwoko has been constant and dependable. At times God’s timing for such provision appears more Ugandan in His apparent last minute lateness, but it drives us to remain reliant upon him. For playing your part as a channel of that provision, by prayer, giving, practical support or spreading the word, all at Kiwoko send our thanks and greetings. 
[image: image5.emf]

Rory
�


Neonatal care.





�


Kids playing traditional music
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Ken and Judith in their finery at the 
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Hospital wedding: One of the six couples - David is one of the security men at the hospital 
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